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Class Rules and Student Expectations

1. Be respectful.

2. Be responsible.

3. Follow directions.

4. Be punctual to class.

5. Be organized.

6. Be a self-starter.

7. Be prepared.

8. Be a problem solver
9. No electronic devices.

10. No food, drinks, or gum.

11. Be a polite and positive participant 
12. Follow MHS Student Code of Conduct and ALL School Rules. 

Attendance

1. Tardy Policy

· You are considered tardy if you are not in your assigned seat when the bell rings.
· If you are tardy to class enter the class quietly. 

· If you have an excused tardy place the excuse on the teachers’ desk, if not:
1st tardy verbal warning

2nd tardy verbal conference

3rd tardy parent contact/detention

4 or more will result in a referral

2. Absence Policy

· Students with an excused absence will have one week to make up the assignments that were missed.  

· It is the student’s responsibility to ask for the work (before or after class) and complete it.  

· Work not turned in will result in a ZERO.
· NO EXCUSE=NO MAKEUP WORK
Academic Grades
Grades in this class are earned not “given”.  The grade the student receives is the grade the student has earned.
	Grade
	Numerical Value (%) 
	Verbal Interpretation 
	Grade Point Value 

	A
	90-100 
	Outstanding Progress 
	3.50 - 4.0 

	B
	80-89 
	Good Progress 
	2.50 - 3.49 

	C
	70-79 
	Average Progress 
	1.50 - 2.49 

	D
	60-69 
	Needs Improvement 
	1.0 - 1.49 

	F
	00-59 
	Unsatisfactory 
	0 - .99 


Grades are based on the following

Grading scale based on the set scale of Miami Dade County Schools.  Grades for this class will be based on exams, quizzes, unit tests, homework assignments, class participation, projects, essays, notebook checks, and class assignments. There will be at least one major project every nine weeks. Students will have something to do for HOMEWORK EVERYDAY. 
NOTE:  Some assignments might require students to conduct internet research.

	Nine Week Grade based on:
	%

	Assessments: Exams, Quizzes, Projects, etc. 
	40%

	Class work and Homework
	35%

	Reading Rocks 
	15%

	Participation: Notebook, Materials, Class Discussions
	10%


     **The above will make up 80% of the final course grade.

· Midterm Exam: 10% of final grade for the course

· Final Exam: 10 % of final grade for the course.
Learning Logs/Journals

· Must be completed in your composition notebook.
· Students must bring composition books every day.

· Always include the date, learning log #, copy the question or item, fully explain your answer or opinion, and the answer must be one paragraph.

· Failure to complete one paragraph will result in a lower grade.

· You will have 5-7 minutes of every class to complete learning logs.

· If time is not enough, it is the student’s responsibility to finish it for homework.

Participation Grade

· You will receive a participation grade biweekly for each nine week period.

· You will receive participation points for bringing your textbook every day, asking or answering questions, reading aloud, working on assignments, and more.

· Every two weeks the student with the most points sets the “A”.  (Ex. Jennifer received 37 points, the most in the class.  The “A” will set the standard for the grading scale.
Notebook

· The notebook must be a binder that you will use only for this class.

· Notebook checks will occur once or twice each grading period.

· Students must bring notebooks to class every day.

· You will be notified of the notebook check in advance.

· You will not be allowed to turn in your notebook late.

· The notebook will be set up as follows.  Use tabs to separate the sections.

· Cover Sheet with your name, subject, period, room #, and teacher’s name.
· Divider tab 1: Important Course Information
· Syllabus, rules & procedures, calendars, guidelines for assignments

· Divider tab 2: Psychology I Notes
· Divider tab 3: Psychology II Notes 
· Divider tab 4: Films
· Must be dated and in order

· Divider tab 5: Handouts/Reviews

Reading Rocks

· Bring a book every day to read for the first ten minutes of class.
· Do NOT bring magazines, newspapers, etc.

· Reading will be 15% of your overall grade for each nine week period.

· Failure to read will result in an “F” in reading for that day.
· Every “F” will lower your reading grade by one letter grade.
· A reading rocks grade will be earned bi-weekly (every two weeks).

Conduct Grade

If a student chooses to talk excessively, misbehave, or disrupt the learning environment, the student’s conduct grade will be affected and proper action will be taken. 


Class Procedures

1. All students seated in their assigned seat before the bell rings. 
a. Students will be marked tardy if they are not in their seat when the bell rings.
2. Assignments must be headed with student’s name, date, period, assignment in the upper right corner of the paper in order to receive a grade.
3. Students will not be allowed to turn in late assignments unless they had an excused absence.

4. All students must ask permission to move around the class room or to leave the class room for any reason.
a. Students need to use restroom before or after class.  

5. Students must raise their hands and wait to be called-on before speaking.

6. If you have finished your work early you must read your novel that should be present in class daily
7. Do not eat candy or other food in class unless you have been given special permission. 
8. Cell phones, beepers, cd players, mp3 players etc. should not be used during class.  These items can and will be taken.
9. Plagiarism and/or cheating in any kind of academic assignment will not be tolerated.

10. The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell.  The bell is a signal for the teacher.

Consequences


The classroom rules will be enforced using verbal reminders, teacher-student conferences, teacher-parent conferences, parent contact, seat changes, and/or detentions.  A student with an extreme disruption or persistent inability to follow the classroom rules will be handled according to the school’s discipline procedures.

Emergency Procedures
In case of Fire Alarm, take your things with you and quickly and carefully follow the escape route; only in case that you are told that it is a fire drill, you will leave your belongings in the classroom. In case of a Red Code we will lock the room doors and turn off the lights; students must stay away from doors and windows and stay very quiet.

More Information

Course Syllabus, classroom rules, and procedures are subject to change.

For more information on course content, visit: 
http://data.fldoe.org/crsCode/default.cfm?level=912&category=Social%20Studies

For information on Progress Reports, Report Cards and the school calendar, visit

 http://mhs.dadeschools.net/
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I have read and understood the course syllabus, classroom rules, procedures, and grading systems.  Please sign on the appropriate lines and return this signed page to Ms. Mitat.  Students need to keep their syllabus and classroom rules and procedures in their folders.

Student Name (Print): ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Period: ___________

Student Signature: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________

Date: _____________

Parent Name: (Print): ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Period: ___________

Parent Signature: _______________________________

Date: _____________

Parent Contact Phone #: ​​​​​​​​​​________________________________
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